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it happened, a fortnight sooner than they intended ; and
fully persuaded that the new arrangement cannot last a
month. The Parliament opens; everybody is bribed; and
the new establishment is perceived to be composed of
adamant. November passes, with two or three self-murders,
and a new play. Christmas arrives; everybody goes out
of town; and a riot happens in one of the theatres. The
Parliament meets again; taxes are warmly opposed; and
some citizen makes his fortune by a subscription. The
opposition languishes; balls and assemblies begin; some
master and miss begin to get together, are talked of, and
give occasion to forty more matches being invented; an
unexpected debate starts up at the end of the session, that
makes more noise than anything that was designed to
make a noise, and subsides again in a new peerage or two.
Eanelagh opens and Vauxhall; one produces scandal, and
t'other a drunken quarrel. People separate, some to Tun-
bridge, and some to all the horse-races in England; and
so the year comes again to October. I dare to prophesy,
that if you keep this letter, you will find that my future
correspondence will be but an illustration of this text;
at least, it is an excuse for my having very little to tell
you at present, and was the reason of my not writing to
you last week.

Before the Parliament adjourned, there was nothing but
a trifling debate in an empty House, occasioned by a motion
from the ministry, to order another physician and surgeon to
attend Wilkes: it was carried by about seventy to thirty, and
was only memorable by producing Mr. Charles Townshend,
who, having sat silent through the question of privilege,
found himself interested in the defence of Dr. Brocklesby2!
Charles ridiculed Lord North extremely, and had warm
words with George Grenville. I do not look upon this as

2 Dr. Hichard Brocklesby (1722-1797), who was attending Wilkes.

E e 2t (d. 1772), of        B This was not the case,
